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interest therein shall not be recognized
by the Department until the transfer
has been approved by the authorized of-
ficer. A transfer may be withdrawn in
writing, signed by the transferor and
the transferee, if the transfer has not
been approved by the authorized offi-
cer. A request for approval of a transfer
of a lease or interest in a lease shall be
filed within 90 days from the date of its
execution. The 90-day filing period
shall begin on the date the transferor
signs and dates the transfer. If the
transfer is filed after the 90th day, the
authorized officer may require
verification that the transfer is still in
force and effect. A transfer of produc-
tion payments or overriding royalty or
other similar payments, arrangements,
or interests shall be filed in the proper
BLM office but shall not require ap-
proval.

(c) No transfer of an offer to lease or
interest in a lease shall be approved
prior to the issuance of the lease.

[563 FR 22839, June 17, 1988]

§3106.2 Qualifications of transferees.

Transferees shall comply with the
provisions of subpart 3102 of this title
and post any bond that may be re-
quired.

§3106.3 Fees.

Each transfer of record title or of op-
erating rights (sublease) for each lease
must include payment of the proc-
essing fee for assignments and trans-
fers found in the fee schedule in
§3000.12 of this chapter. Each request
for a transfer to an heir or devisee, re-
quest for a change of name, or notifica-
tion of a corporate merger under
§3106.8, must include payment of the
processing fee for name changes, cor-
porate mergers or transfers to heir/dev-
isee found in the fee schedule in
§3000.12 of this chapter. Each transfer
of overriding royalty or payment out of
production must include payment of
the processing fee for overriding roy-
alty transfers or payments out of pro-
ductions found in the fee schedule in
§3000.12 of this chapter for each lease
to which it applies.

[70 FR 58874, Oct. 7, 2005]

§3106.4-3

§3106.4 Forms.

§3106.4-1 Transfers of record title and
of operating rights (subleases).

Each transfer of record title or of an
operating right (sublease) shall be filed
with the proper BLM office on a cur-
rent form approved by the Director or
exact reproductions of the front and
back of such form. A transfer filed on a
form not currently in use shall be ac-
ceptable, unless such form has been de-
clared obsolete by the Director prior to
the filing of the transfer. A separate
form for each transfer, in triplicate,
originally executed shall be filed for
each lease out of which a transfer is
made. Only 1 originally executed copy
of a transferee’s request for approval
for each transfer shall be required, in-
cluding in those instances where sev-
eral transfers to a transferee have been
submitted at the same time (See also
§3106.4-3). Copies of documents other
than the current form approved by the
Director shall not be submitted. How-
ever, reference(s) to other documents
containing information affecting the
terms of the transfer may be made on
the submitted form.

§3106.4-2 Transfers of other interests,
including royalty interests and pro-
duction payments.

(a) Each transfer of overriding roy-
alty interest, payment out of produc-
tion or similar interests created or re-
served in a lease in conjunction with a
transfer of record title or of operating
rights (sublease) shall be described for
each lease on the current form when
filed.

(b) Each transfer of overriding roy-
alty interest, payment out of produc-
tion or similar interests created or re-
served in a lease independently of a
transfer of record title or of operating
rights (sublease), if not filed on the
current form, shall be described and
shall include the transferee’s executed
statement as to his/her qualifications
under subpart 3102 of this title. A sin-
gle executed copy of each such transfer
of other interests for each lease shall
be filed with the proper BLM office.

§3106.4-3 Mass transfers.

(a) A mass transfer may be utilized in
lieu of the provisions of §§3106.4-1 and
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§3106.5

3106.4-2 of this title when a transferor
transfers interests of any type in a
large number of Federal leases to the
same transferee.

(b) Three originally executed copies
of the mass transfer shall be filed with
each proper BLM office administering
any lease affected by the mass transfer.
The transfer shall be on a current form
approved by the Director or an exact
reproduction of both sides thereof, with
an exhibit attached to each copy list-
ing the following for each lease:

(1) The serial number;

(2) The type and percent of interest
being conveyed; and

(3) A description of the lands affected
by the transfer in accordance with
§3106.5 of this title.

(c) One reproduced copy of the form
required by paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion shall be filed with the proper BLM
office for each lease involved in the
mass transfer. A copy of the exhibit for
each lease may be limited to line items
pertaining to individual leases as long
as that line item includes the informa-
tion required by paragraph (b) of this
section.

(d) Include with your mass transfer
the processing fee for assignments and
transfers found in the fee schedule in
§3000.12 of this chapter for each such
interest transferred for each lease.

[63 FR 17355, May 16, 1988, as amended at 70
FR 58874, Oct. 7, 2005]

§3106.5 Description of lands.

Each transfer of record title shall de-
scribe the lands involved in the same
manner as the lands are described in
the lease or in the manner required by
§3110.5 of this title, except no land de-
scription is required when 100 percent
of the entire area encompassed within
a lease is conveyed.

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 55
FR 12350, Apr. 3, 1990]

§3106.6 Bonds.

§3106.6-1 Lease bond.

Where a lease bond is maintained by
the lessee or operating rights owner
(sublessee) in connection with a par-
ticular lease, the transferee of record
title interest or operating rights in
such lease shall furnish, if bond cov-
erage continues to be required, either a
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proper bond or consent of the surety
under the existing bond to become co-
principal on such bond if the trans-
feror’s bond does not expressly contain
such consent. Where bond coverage is
provided by an operator, the new oper-
ator shall furnish an appropriate re-
placement bond or provide evidence of
consent of the surety under the exist-
ing bond to become co-principal on
such bond.

§3106.6-2 Statewide/nationwide bond.

If the transferee is maintaining a
statewide or nationwide bond, a lease
bond shall not be required, but the
amount of the bond may be increased
to an amount determined by the au-
thorized officer in accordance with the
provisions of §3104.5 of this title.

§3106.7 Approval of transfer.

§3106.7-1 Failure to qualify.

No transfer of record title or of oper-
ating rights (sublease) shall be ap-
proved if the transferee or any other
parties in interest are not qualified to
hold the transferred interest(s), or if
the bond, should one be required, is in-
sufficient. Transfers are approved for
administrative purposes only. Approval
does not warrant or certify that either
party to a transfer holds legal or equi-
table title to a lease.

§3106.7-2 If I transfer my lease, what
is my continuing obligation?

(a) You are responsible for per-
forming all obligations under the lease
until the date BLM approves an assign-
ment of your record title interest or
transfer of your operating rights.

(b) After BLM approves the assign-
ment or transfer, you will continue to
be responsible for lease obligations
that accrued before the approval date,
whether or not they were identified at
the time of the assignment or transfer.
This includes paying compensatory
royalties for drainage. It also includes
responsibility for plugging wells and
abandoning facilities you drilled, in-
stalled, or used before the effective
date of the assignment or transfer.

[66 FR 1892, Jan. 10, 2001]
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